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HON. MARCELINO SPEAKS AT GRAND RITES 
AS MSEUF SENDS OFF 1,442 GRADUATES

The 70th Commencement Exercises 
of the Manuel S. Enverga University 
Foundation (MSEUF) honored this year’s 

1,442 graduating students in a ceremony held 
at the University Gymnasium, July 5, 2017 with 
Honorable Florfina de Guzman-Marcelino, of 
Manitoba, Canada as the guest of honor and 
speaker.

Hon. Marcelino, an alumna of MSEUF 
finished her AB degree Cum Laude in 1970 was 
the first woman of color ever elected to the 
Manitoba Legislative Assembly (MLA) and the 
first female of Philippine descent to be elected 
to a Canadian Legislature and re-elected MLA 
for Logan in 2011 and in 2016.

Led by the University President Naila E. 
Leveriza with Vice President for Academic 
Benilda N. Villenas, PhD, this year’s honor 
graduates were: Jey Martin B. Macalalad, BS in 
Information Technology - Magna Cum Laude; 
Melljohn M. Pesigan, BS in Accountancy- 
Magna Cum Laude; and the following Cum 
Laudes namely: Christine Joy R. Diala, BS 
in Accountancy; Arby S. Lagman, BS in 

’73, Chairman Emeritus, Quezon Capital Rural 
Bank and delegate of the 1971 Constitutional 
Convention; Atty. Jose S. Laureles, BSC ’55, LLB 
’66, fifth president of the Manuel S. Enverga 
University Foundation; and Azucena Ortiz-
Romulo, BSEEd ’62, AB ’63, BSEd ’70, MAEd 
’75, former president of Lucena City College 
and former Schools Superintendent, Division 
of Quezon and Lucena City.

Dr. Maria Azela Lopez Tamayo, assistant 
professor IV, Department of Languages and 
Humanities of the College of Arts and Sciences 
was hailed Outstanding Teacher of 2016.

Acting Vice President for Administration 
Evelyn S. Abeja introduced Hon. Marcelino 
while Basic Education principal Reina V. 
Pasumbal acted as master of ceremonies.

Environmental Science; Kenneth Gabrielle B. 
Ebora, BS in Information Technology; Nicole R. 
Erezo, BS in Accountancy; Jessa Mae A. Gomez, 
BS in Civil Engineering; Johndell M. Saludares, 
BS in Marine Transportation; Brenda E. Dy, 
BS in Accountancy; Melody S. Garin, BS in 
Biology; and Diane Mae L. Zarsuelo, Bachelor 
of Elementary Education.

The graduation rites also featured five 
Alumni Lifetime Achievement Awardees 
whose contributions in the fields of law, 
education and public service exemplified the 
founder’s ideals of service to God and country. 
Moreover, their integrity and commitment 
in their respective professions have made 
significant difference in the lives of their 
immediate community and the country.

Awardees were: Atty. Antonio P. Acyatan, 
LLB ’69 graduate and former president of the 
MSEUF Alumni Association and chairman 
of the Acyatan and Associates; Dr. Lino P. 
Aldovino, BSCE ’66 graduate and president of 
the LPA & Partners and D800 Holdings, Inc.; 
Atty. Leandro P. Garcia, BSC ’53, LLB ’59, MSBA 

Hon. Florfina de Guzman-Marcelino of 
Manitoba, Canada as she delivers her keynote 
address during the 70th Commencement 
Exercises, July 5, 2017.

A throng of graduates – 1,442 all.
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President Nalia E. Leveriza, Chair and the Members of the Board of 
Trustees, Distinguished Faculty, Family, Friends of the graduates, and 
most of all, to the Graduating Class of 2017. 

Thank you for the warm welcome and thank you for the honour of 
letting me speak here today. What a wonderful opportunity to see the 
campus once again. The last time I was at this gymnasium was for the 
1971 graduation ceremonies. Wow, that was 46 years ago, more or less 
half of the age of our graduates here. Luzonian University and now Manuel 
S. Enverga University Foundation holds a very special place in my heart. 
Here I received education that guided and helped me land meaningful 
employment and widen my perspectives in life. Above all, here I have met 
many people that have become dear, life-long friends.

To our distinguished graduates, I’m trying to find a message that I could 
share with you, even in the slightest way, on how to be ready for whatever 
comes next after graduation. After a lot of thought, I realized that I should 
share with you three life lessons that changed everything about me.

The first story is about living by your own moral compass. I was only 10 
years old when I was given a crushing blow by life. My father, whom I loved 
dearly died of a massive heart attack at age 48. I loved my father so much. 
I was the apple of his eye. I remember him to be a very kind and gentle 
man that would sing songs to his children, recite and invent poetry for us. 
He was a minister of a Christian church and he was my role model. Days 
before he died, I came home from school with a few of my classmates. We 
were not so happy with one of our teachers and I suggested that my father 
should report her to the school principal. So I talked to my father and in 
front of my classmates he told me he believed what the teacher did was 
right and best for us. I felt humiliated in front of my classmates but had to 
swallow my pride. Later on I realized he was right and admired him for his 
firm judgement and sense of fairness.

After my father died, my life--that of my entire family--my mother 
and her six children--we ranged in age from 2 years old to 11--- changed 
drastically for the worse. My father was the breadwinner and we lost 
that small yet steady income. My mother, unafraid of hard work tried her 

best by being a labandera, and selling street food--but it wasn’t enough 
income to sustain all of us. She was forced to send my younger siblings 
to orphanages around the Philippines to ensure they had something to 
eat and be able to be in school. My father’s last words to my mother was 
to see to it the children obtain education. Having my siblings sent away 
like this was another crushing blow to my heart. My mother and I lived 
in a rented house around folks some of whom were less than desirable 
neighbours. All around me, growing up there was crime, broken family, 
alcohol and rival street gangs. It would’ve been easy for me to succumb to 
what was going on around me and become depressed by my situation but I 
wasn’t at all swayed in this negative direction because I had a strong moral 
compass that was bequeathed to me by my father. He didn’t leave me 
anything, in terms of material goods but he left behind a legacy of integrity 
and his strong Christian faith--and it served to direct me like a moral 
compass would, especially in times of trouble and despair after his death 
if having been physically and sexually abused were not pain and hardship 
enough. I remember thinking as a young girl I should destroy my life, after 
all I am ruined. It was easy to be bad. And then the thought: If I become 
bad like these others, what would my father think of me? No, I cannot 
destroy my life and disgrace the reputation of my father. When I would win 
scholarships in school--I would think--my father would have been proud of 
me today. Together, my mother and I worked very hard so that we could 
get my brothers and sisters back from the orphanages. I knew that this 
was the right thing to do. So I focused on the good and left behind the bad 
and ignored the heartaches. I surrounded myself with friends that were 
like-minded. I immersed myself in the work of the church. I tried to excel in 
school and focused on obtaining a degree so I could be gainfully employed 
and get my brothers and sisters back. Listening to my inner moral compass 
and being directed by it never failed me. As graduates, you will become 
leaders in your families and in your communities. A leader needs to be 
guided by a strong, inner moral compass to navigate through the crushing 
blows and challenges that life sometimes gives us. The second story is 
about realizing that life is short so you have to do what’s very important 
to you. In 2002, I was diagnosed with a brain tumour--a meningioma 
the size of a clenched fist. It was surgically removed from my pre-frontal 
cortex behind my nose and right eye. The neurosurgeon told me several 
scenarios, loss of sight, loss of mobility, or death, before I signed the waiver 
form. I could easily have died from this brain operation. The doctors found 
the tumour on a Saturday night. I was admitted the following day, and the 
tumour was successfully removed on Tuesday morning. I was on disability 
for a year after the operation while my brain could start healing again. 
Shortly after my own operation, I met with an acquaintance who suffered 
from the same condition and was going to be operated on. I cheered her. 
Unfortunately, she died on the operating table. This near-death experience 
changed my life because from then on I decided I was only going to do 
what was important to me. My husband, Orli, and my kids claimed that I 
underwent a personality change. Sure enough, people with severe head 
traumas sometimes do have personality changes but in my case--it was 
more like I came face to face with death and I realized that Life is short. 
After that, nothing else could scare me. If there’s something I want to do, 
I better do it now when I can and while I can. I better focus on what is 
important.

I went from being a meek, subservient person to someone who would 
dare to take risks and go after my goals, a person who only wanted to 
do what was important and to do it NOW. I decided to quit my secure, 
unionized job employed as office assistant at a college for 17 years. I went 
on to start a VERY small business. A year later, I was minding my very small 
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business when a progressive political party asked me to 
run for office--reluctantly at first but few hours after I said, 
Sure! Even recently, when a position for interim leadership 
of my political party came up, I decided to go for it and won, 
a woman, person of colour, in a mainstream major political 
party.  

As recent graduates, it might seem that the future is a 
long way off, that you have a long time to fulfill your goals. 
But that’s not exactly true. Do the best you can while you 
have the time. Our lives are precious and finite Live your 
days knowing that you have a limited time. So focus on what 
is important and go for it!

My third story is about finding love and a life’s purpose 
in Serving the People. I met my husband Orli when we both 
worked at National Housing Authority. Orli was an activist 
that graduated from the

University of the Philippines during First Quarter Storm. 
He was very politically minded and determined to Serve the 
People. We were opposites in every way--we still are. We 
both believed in Serving the People but in different ways. 
Back then, Orli would spout things like Religion is the opium 
of the masses whereas I strongly believed in Jesus Christ’s 
message of love, forgiveness and service for the oppressed. 
We got married then immigrated to Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada five years later. We made Winnipeg our home and 
have five, adult children together and 4 grandsons, with 
another grandson coming next month. And throughout 
all this time, we both have done what we can to serve the 
people. When we moved to Canada, of course, we had day 
jobs to put food on the table, we would also volunteer time 
working for our communities. Orli would organize workers 
groups and later on would become honourary consul general 
for the Philippine government in Manitoba and I would do 
the work for my local and the international church serving in 
the Global Ministries board. Over the years, we influenced 
each other’s work. Orli became and still is an elder in our 
church and volunteers his time there. Together in the 
late 80s we published The Philippine Times, a progressive 
newspaper that would let people know about human rights 
abuses and corruption going on in the Philippines. I, have 
somehow, became the political one now--even leading a 
progressive political party in our province. For both of us, 
serving the people is not only a mantra. In serving others, 
you cultivate selflessness, conscientiousness and humility. 
Serving the people is at the very core of our lives and what 
we’ve tried to impress upon our children. And how warmed 
and proud I am that my alma mater, Manuel S. Enverga 
University Foundation has a three-fold mission which 
guides its vision and core values: instruction, research and 
community service.

CONGRATULATIONS, Graduates, today you achieve 
academic success. And congratulations and thank you to 
parents, family, and friends of the graduates for your love 
and support. 

Dear graduates, I sincerely hope that you find successful 
careers and live monetarily comfortable lives. But remember 
that all this success can be hollow unless you have somehow 
contributed to the lives of others. 

Success is hollow unless you can uplift the lives of your 
extended families and your communities. Interpret Serving 
the people in a way that is meaningful to you. You don’t have 
to be an activist or a church worker. You can serve the people 
by being a supportive teacher, by being a benevolent business 
person, by being a caring nurse or in whatever profession or 
trade you pursue. And certainly, you can and should serve 
the people as a politician. As you gain academic and material 
success in your lives, make sure you are contributing to the 
uplift of others as well. I hope and pray for your good health, 
happiness, and success.

May the Creator and the Force be with us all.
Thank you.

FR. RAMILO ESPLANA’S HOMILY DURING 
THE BACCALAUREATE MASS BEFORE GRADUATION

Tom Brokaw, an American TV journalist and best known as the anchor of NBC Nightly 
News for 22 years quipped to a graduating class: “You are educated. Your 
certification is in your degree. You may think of it as a ticket to the good life. Let 

me ask you to think of an alternative. Think of it as your ticket to change the world.”
I would like to agree with Brokaw; what you will receive today is not just a 

piece of paper, rather it is a power to change the world where you will become an 
active part of its ever grinding journey towards perfection. Your diploma is not 
just a sign of the sweat and blood that flowed from your mind and body for 4-5 
years; it is a power to introduce growth and progress to the world that seems to 
be on the verge of chaotic existence. For the past years of your life, you have 
been witnesses to the mind boggling and blinding changes in our present world. 
You have experienced that you are not isolated from what has been happening 
in other parts of the world. You have become no longer strangers to the challenges 
of this world – from economy to terrorism, to sexual discrimination, to government 
officials’ corruption, to hate crimes, to climate change and other problems that seemed to 
make this world uninviting. The social media has become your constant companions together 
with the modern technology gadgetry. You have come to realize that this world is no longer far and wide 
but one globally reachable. Graduates, this is the world where your footprints are about to make their 
tremendous marks. Are you ready to change it? Or will you be changed by it?

Jesus, in the Gospel today, made a total change in the life of two men while passing by the 
territory of the Gadarenes. Those men were possessed by demons and so they were shouting and 
shrieking. The Jews utterly believed that all illnesses could be ascribed to demons. The demoniacs in 
the Gospel asked Jesus why the Lord came to torture them on the improper time. It was believed that 
when Messiah came, He would destroy the demons. Regardless of how Jesus really did it, the truth 
was that He changed the two men for the better. 

Our dear graduates, when you all go to the real world, we expect you to change it for the better. 
Be the instruments of construction and not of destruction, of progress and not of retrogression, of 
cooperation and not of factions, of peace not war, of love not hate. We are all confident that the 
education that his institution has helped you attain will provide you well to mingle with the people whom 
you will help and to whom you will bring good life. The Envergan education, we believe, will find you 
ready to blaze the trail of progress and development to all sectors of society. We always believe that 
the attitude of excellence that this university has implanted in your system will influence your works and 
endeavors in every field you will choose to bloom. We keep on believing that in your intellectual blood 
keeps flowing to your ardent desire to do everything for God and for our country.

Change in you would not happen without the help and support of many people in your life. Remember 
your parents and all those people who have traveled with you along the way, who have been with you 
through thick and thin, whether you pass or fail a test or two, who have been by your side in all kinds of 
weather and seasons. These people have been your wind beneath your wings, your strength to go on 
and on, the bright light illuminating your pathway that has led to this graduation day. Our dear parents, be 
proud because you have made a great impact in the lives of your sons and daughters; be proud because 
you have become instruments of change in their young life. God is proud of you.

Graduates, don’t forget your teachers and professors. They too have become the bearers of 
change in your life. They have served as fire that has made the spark of knowledge in your untinkered 
mind to blaze like a wild forest fire ready to engulf the world wide range of knowledge. Theirs has 
been the gargantuan task of molding each one of you into a seasoned warrior ready to defeat the 
dragon of ignorance waiting in every corner ready to devour those who are unprepared. Before you 
completely leave the portals of this university, express your gratitude to your mentors, teachers, 
advisers, professors and faculties, who in ways more than one, have been the great clay of your mind. 
Our dear teachers and professors, be proud on your achievements. The world may not notice it but the 
Great Teacher totally knows the difference you have made in each of these students.

And now, let us not forget our community to express our heartfelt gratitude to the administration 
of this institution, led by change-inspiring leadership of Chairman Wilfrido L. enverga and of President 
Madam Naila E. Leveriza and their equally dependable lieutenants, for their never ending desire to 
promote the excellence every student in the Enverga educational system. Their willingness to be vehicles 
of change makes a clear path leading to success. I have been here only for a short period of time, 
but I have witnessed time and again how the administration and the faculties of all colleges exerted 
tremendous and collaborative efforts to better the system for the sake of all students. God is proud of you.

Graduates, let us all be grateful to God, who is the real carrier of genuine change, within our hearts, 
within our minds, within our souls. He has allowed us to be part of this event because He keeps on 
believing on each one of us. He has shared with us the power to bring change into the world He has 
created and given to us. Let us use that power to make this world a better place. Change the world for 
the better. You have given and received that power in your diploma by God through Manuel S. Enverga 
University Foundation. Go, flap your Envergans’ wings. Go, excel in the service of God and Country. Go 
and use the ticket to change the world. Go, and be the change that you want to make. God bless you all.
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ATTY. ANTONIO P. ACYATAN, LLB ‘69
Former President, MSEUF Alumni Association

Chairman, Acyatan & Associates

Atty. Antonio P. Acyatan never gets tires of telling stories 
about how as a young boy, he worked odd jobs to transform his 
dreams into reality. “I cut grasses, I ran errands for my elders, I 
literally dirtied my hands and carried loads on my back to send 
myself to school.” And all his work got to where he is now – a 
respected certified public accountant, taxation expert, and lawyer.

While he worked the fields and walked to school in Naga, 
he earned a degree in accountancy and immediately passed the 
licensure examination for certified public accountants. He was 
employed by the Philippine National Bank and was later assigned 
to the Lucena City Branch. He saw an opportunity to earn a law 
degree at nighttime while working at daytime at the Luzonian 
Colleges getting elected as president of the Supreme Student 
Government and landing an editor’s position in The Luzonian, the 
official student publication.

And the rest is history when he passed the tough bar 
examination among the top twenty in his batch. “I would not have 
been a lawyer were it not for the University,” he would often say.

Later, he earned a scholarship to study banking and finance at 
Harvard University and became a top executive of the country’s 
premier bank, PNB. After some time, he was recruited to be an 
executive of the Planter’s Bank. Then, it was time to move on to 
put up his own accounting and law firm.

Meanwhile, he was getting to be known as a transformational 
leader in both the accounting and legal professions. He was 
elected to the Integrated Bar of the Philippines and later as 
national president of the Philippine Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants (PICPA). His PICPA stint soon caught the attention of 
the Asean Federation of Accountants that gave him the mandate 
to be its president.

As he looks back to his colorful life, he offers profuse thanks 
to the Lord for everything that he enjoys today – having a loving 
family with all his children thriving in their respective professions. 
Thus, in the twilight of his years, he has slowed down and put 
that hungry drive in the back seat that propelled his success to 
pause and to devote his time in the service of the church and 
of the Lord. These days, one finds Atty. APA, as he is called by 
his friends, serving as acolyte or prayer leader in his family life 
apostolate group.

DR. LINO P. ALDOVINO, BSCE ‘66
President, LPA & Partners and D800 Holdings, Inc.

As a young student, Dr. Lino P. Aldovino showed much 
promise graduation from his program in April 1966 and placing 
third in the 1967 civil engineering licensure examination. Ten 
years thereafter, he obtained a scholarship at the University of 
Arizona in Tucson, Arizona where he earned hid PhD in Water 
Resources/Hydrology. He has since become a much respected 
hydrologist in the Philippines, consulting with many big ticketed 
government and foreign projects.

He how heads LPA & Partners and D800 Holdings, Inc. He has 
more than 47 years of experience involving engineering studies, 
design, construction, special studies and researches on related 
water resources development and rural infrastructure projects 
as well as implementation management. His expertise includes 
designs of dams, irrigation and drainage facilities, water supply, 
hydropower, hydraulic structures, roads and bridges, construction 
management and system analysis as well as computer software 
development.

Dr. Aldovino draws from his rich experience working with 
government as former Executive Director of the Economic 
Support Fund Secretariat under the Office of the President, as 
former manager of the Design and Specifications Department 
of the National Irrigation Administration, and as consultant 
in various water resources related projects in the Philippines, 
Malaysia and Qatar.

He has lectured in various local and international training 
and seminars on construction management and related 
water resources development conducted by local agencies, 
universities, the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank and 
ICID. As a trained and experienced computer programmer, he has 
developed and written various hydrology, hydraulics, structural, 
surveying/roads design and construction management computer 
programs currently used by NIA and other consulting firms.

In recognition of his accomplishments, the provincial 
government of the Province of Quezon awarded him the Medalya 
ng Karangalan for government service in 1991.

ALUMNI LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARDEES
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ATTY. LEANDRO P. GARCIA, BSC ’53, LL ’59, MSBA ‘73
Chairman Emeritus, Quezon Capital Rural Bank

Delegate, 1971 Constitutional Convention

Fifty years ago, Atty. Leandro P. Garcia started his professional 
career as a clerk rising very rapidly to head one academic unit in 
the then Luzonian Colleges, now Manuel S. Enverga University 
Foundation, and to teach law, accounting, economics, finance and 
values education courses after passing the licensure for certified 
public accountants and eventually the tough bar examination.

The trajectory of his career would bring him from the 
academe to the board room to public service and more recently to 
getting in touch with is spiritual roots. From teaching accounting, 
finance, law and economics theories to his students, he ventured 
into banking by establishing the Quezon Capital Rural Bank that 
has now grown into 38 branches all over the Calabarzon growth 
corridor.

QCRB has spurred countryside development even as it 
evolved into a strong rural banking institution. As a way of paying 
it forward, the bank sponsors scholars in the areas where a 
branch is located and has benefited many of its young recipients 
with the gift of education.

Even as he was shepherding the growth of the bank, Atty. 
Garcia was also involved in public service as a leading member of 
the Rotary Club of Lucena that led to his venture into local politics. 
He was elected delegate to the 1971 Constitutional Convention 
and was the moving spirit behind the enshrinement of Filipino as 
a medium of communication and the lowering of the voting age 
from 21 to 18 years old. As a coconut industry advocate, he was 
appointed chairman of the Philippine Coconut Authority.

Now retired from active banking, Atty. Garcia has returned to 
school to find greater meaning in life in his twilight years. Every 
Saturday, he travels to Tagaytay City to study theology at the 
Society of the Divine Word to delve into the core of his faith and 
spiritually.

ATTY. JOSE S. LAURELES, BSC ’55, LLB ‘66
Fifth President

Manuel S. Enverga University Foundation

From being a working student in 1949 to a law student, 
eventually passing the bar to become a full-fledged lawyer, Atty. 
Jose S. Laureles’ narrative is that of a man driven by a goal who 
worked hard to attain it in spite of the challenges that came his 
way. His tenacity and patience brought him to the presidency of 
the Manuel S. Enverga University Foundation in January 1989, a 
testimony to his unprecedented rise from the ranks.

Four years earlier on September 1, 1984, he was designated 
Executive Vice President and in January 1989 up to May 31, 1991, 
he was appointed Acting President. He served the University as 
its fifth president with distinction up to his retirement in April 
2003. Prior to his appointment as Executive Vice President of 
the University, he worked in government, taught at the Luzonian 
Vocational Department and served as director of the Quezon 
Capital Rural Bank.

As President, he led the University shaping strategies closely 
to the vision of the Founder, Dr. Manuel S. Enverga, as he nurtured 
the institution to be a leading academic institution in Region 
IV-A. He was elected president of the Private Schools Athletic 
Association for eight terms and was the founding president of 
the Association of Higher Education Executives of Region IV-A.

His stint in the University marked its prodigious expansion 
in terms of physical resources and academic programs and the 
founding of the MSEUF-Candelaria, Inc. Likewise, his presidency 
opened the University to hosting national conferences and 
conventions, including the weeklong Youth for Christ camp. 
Meaningful community extension activities that served 
streetchildren, organized fish sanctuaries in Tayabas Bay, 
undertook continuing education for prison inmates and livelihood 
training for marginalized communities marked his administration.

To the community, he generously offered his services as 
Chairman of the Quezon Metropolitan Water District that saw the 
modernization of water distribution in Lucena City and environs. 
Truly, Atty. Laureles personifies the biblical saying that to whom 
much is given, much is expected, and he fulfilled this calling in his 
home parish as a leader couple of the Couples for Christ with his 
wife Marina and an indefatigable fund raiser for the Parish of Our 
Lady of Peñafrancia, truly a man for others.

ALUMNI LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARDEES



6

AZUCENA ORTIZ-ROMULO, 
BSEEd ’62, AB ’63, BSEd ’70, MAEd ‘75

Former President, Lucena City College
Former Schools Superintendent, Divisions of Quezon and Lucena City

Azucena Ortiz-Romulo holds four academic degrees – 
Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education where she graduated 
magna cum laude in 1962, Bachelor of Arts magna cum laude in 
1963, Bachelor of Arts cum laude in 1970 and Master of Arts in 
Education in 1975 – and studied in the University from Grade 1 to 
her terminal degree.

After her graduation she taught for a while at the Luzonian 
Training Department and eventually became its principal. From 
the normal training department, she was promoted principal of 
the High School Evening Class. Her academic administration skills 
became a byword and she was later designated dean of the Office 
of Student Affairs. After her OSA assignment, she was appointed 
to head the College of Arts and Sciences as dean.

An opportunity to try public service came her way when 
she passed the superintendent’s examination. She left the 
MSEUF with a heavy heart but buoyed by the thought that 
she is now in a position to serve a wider public interest in the 
Department of Education. Her academic administration focused 
on teacher training and improving school morale, raising student 
achievement and enhancing the physical resources of public 
schools.

Upon her retirement from the Department of Education, the 
city government noting her expertise in academic administration, 
requested her to accede to be the President of Lucena City 
College that she served with distinction until 2014. Indeed, her 
life is a living example of what a teacher’s teacher is, steeped in 
serving the learners achieve their goals and in helping teachers 
attain their maximum potentials to serve public interest.

Deeply religious, she supports seminarians at the St. 
Alphonsus Regional Seminary and is involved in a number of 
community programs and church-based projects. These days, she 
takes care of her 102-year-old mother and helps look after her 
extended family members.

DR. MARIA AZELA LOPEZ TAMAYO
Assistant Professor IV

Department of Languages and Humanities
College of Arts and Sciences

Dr. Maria Azela L. Tamayo finished her Bachelor of Science 
in Development Communication from the University of the 
Philippines, Los Baños and completed her Master of Arts in 
Education major in English from Manuel S. Enverga University 
Foundation, Lucena City. Recently, she obtained her Doctor of 
Philosophy in Reading Education from the Philippine Normal 
University, Manila.

Her hard work and dedication has earned her the 
opportunities to be a faculty exchange in Vietnam, paper 
presenter in research conferences in China, Cambodia as well as 
in various national research conferences and trainer of seminar/
workshops of different private and public institutions. These 
meaningful experiences have enabled her to share her knowledge 
and expertise with her students and colleagues.

Determined to make a difference and to be an instrument 
of change, Dr. Tamayo made use of her God-given skills and 
talents. Her teaching years inspired her to create “Workplace 
Literacy Development Model for Teacher Training” and proposed 
“Content of Teacher Training Program on Workplace Literacy”. She 
has also developed an Al-based Courseware for Teaching English 
Communicative Skills that contributed to the meaningful learning 
of the students. Aside from teaching, she has spearheaded a 
number of co-curricular activities in the college such as the 
Literature and English Festivals and participated in community 
extension services of the University.

Guided by the principle “What the learner can do with 
assistance today, she will be able to do independently tomorrow” 
(Vygotsky, 1934), she devoted her time in making herself a 
channel of improving the teaching and learning experience. For 
fifteen years, she showed dedication and compassion towards 
teaching languages and literature. She profoundly devotes herself 
in improving her craft as a teacher; consequently, she creates 
a conducive learning environment which further encourages 
everyone in her classes to perform better each day.
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